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This is a list of the questions posed during a webinar on Urban Map Data in AutoCAD. 

 

Q: Information on using xyz data in Rhino would be also handy 

A: Hi Francesca, we won't be covering Rhino today but we do have a help page here: 
https://digimap.edina.ac.uk/webhelp/digimapgis/index.htm#autocad/other_cad/new_topic.htm  

 

Q: My question relates to accurately overlapping 5m contours with OS MasterMap as I have 
struggled with that before. Will that be covered? 

A: OS Terrain 5 contours can be overlaid on top of OS MasterMap by downloading both datasets in 
DWG format from Digimap.  Then open the OS MasterMap file in AutoCAD and use the Insert > 
Attach option to select the OS Terrain 5 contour dataset.  Ensure the ‘locate using geographic 
information’ checkbox is selected in the Attach Dataset window.  The two datasets should align 
correctly. 

 

Q: Will these files work fast on an iPad pro or Macbook? 

A: If you have the software to read them they should work. If they are large files they may go slow, it 
may be best to cut them down to a smaller area so they run faster. 

 

Q: How did you view the OS Terrain 5 in 3D? I always seem to get it flat... 

A: Select the orbit tool in AutoCAD, then click and drag on the map allows you to navigate around in 
3D. 

 

Q: Can one transfer this current '3 - layer map' into Revit as one model? 

A: I’m afraid we don’t know the answer to this one, we suggest you consult the AutoCAD and/or 
Revit help documentation. 

 

Q: Did you attach the OS terrain 5 DTM as an ASC file into AutoCAD? 

A: The OS Terrain 5 DTM was loaded in to InfraWorks as an ASC file, the OS Terrain 5 contours were 
opened in AutoCAD as a DWG file. 

https://digimap.edina.ac.uk/webhelp/digimapgis/index.htm%23autocad/other_cad/new_topic.htm


 

Q: Is the Terrain 5 surface data editable? I.e. can it be converted to create a 3D model of the 
terrain? 

A: You can edit terrain (raster) surfaces in GIS applications such as QGIS and ArcGIS, we’re not sure if 
you can do this in AutoCAD (or other CAD applications) but would imagine you could.  We suggest 
you consult the help documentation for the CAD package that you are using. 

 

Q: Will I be able to save this PowerPoint presentation? 

A: Yes, we'll send you a link in the next few days. There will also be a recording on YouTube. 

 

Q: Did you say the absolute heights is approximately height of eaves? 

A: OS provide two height attributes, one is effectively the eaves, which is the one we use for the roof 
of the buildings in the DWG version of the data, but there is another height value which is the 
maximum extent of the tallest features on a roof (often the top of the chimney pot). The image in 
the slides explains the different values. 

 

Q: What would be the best dataset to have access to building outlines only? Ideally, a format that 
would allow me to "select" each separate building to edit/render 

A: You can select the OS MasterMap data and in the basket, choose only the buildings layer, where it 
says layers.  Once in CAD you can edit the ones you want to keep and delete those which you don't 
need. 

 

Q: How does using Map 3D differ from using Civil 3D. 

A: There are lots of different products available from AutoDesk (all of which are free to download for 
students), I would advise you consult their website for information on the differences between the 
two. 
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