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This Presentation

1. Introducing basics of Society Digimap

2. The case study: ageing populations

3. My approach: psychogeography and finding a line

4. Putting the line into Society Digimap

5. Potential applications and opportunities



My Work

• Early Career Researcher - awarded PhD, Dec 2020

• 15 years spent working on built environment projects

• Used GIS extensively in 10 years at Bridgend Council

• Intrigued by sense of space, place and culture



1. How we can use Society Digimap

• How do we understand qualities of a place?

• Not just blocks of statistics

• Link with historic and other maps





2. Case Study: An Ageing Place

Source: Newport City Council (2019)



Attachment and Lifecourse

• No real way of tracing people through their lives

• Biographical walking interviews, led by participant

• 20 interviews – 50% outdoor walks, 50% walk of mind



Case Study: Mixture of Architecture



Walking Interviews

• Led by the interviewee

• Lasting up to one hour

• Themes: everyday activities 

such as work, family life, 

transport and shopping



Overlaying onto historic maps



3. Psychogeographic Practice

“The study of the precise laws and specific effects of 
the geographical environment, consciously organized or 
not, on the emotions and behaviour of individuals” –
Guy Debord, The Situationists, 1955

Forms since 1990s focused less on playful and more on 
local history or finding place narrative.



Psychogeographic Group Walking Tours

• Route chosen from 1880s road, with modern tweaks

• Partly inspired by interviews – route taken to school

• All public rights of way

• Event One July 2019 & Event Two November 2019

• Worked with performance artist



Group Walking Tours



4. Putting it together into a GPS-mapped line

• Record the combined route 

from two walking events

• Import the GPX into Digimap 

• Save as a map 
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Application: Statistics Over Time

• Digimap Society allows you to focus on streets

• Select the specific neighbourhood e.g. W06000022

• One street changed from “younger blue collar” in 

2001 to “hard pressed ageing workers” in 2011. 





Getting data from Society Digimap

• Add to Basket

• Choose file type

• Emailed to you

• Tidy as desired

Output area supergroup_name group_name subgroup_name

W00008454 Urbanites
Urban Professionals and 
Families White Professionals

W00008450
Constrained City 
Dwellers Ageing City Dwellers

Retired Independent City 
Dwellers

W00008452
Constrained City 
Dwellers Challenged Diversity Multi-Ethnic Hardship

W00008456 Suburbanites Suburban Achievers Comfortable Suburbia

W00008459 Urbanites Ageing Urban Living Self-Sufficient Retirement

W00008453 Hard-Pressed Living
Hard-Pressed Ageing 
Workers Ageing Industrious Workers

W00008457 Suburbanites Suburban Achievers Detached Retirement Living

W00008451 Suburbanites Semi-Detached Suburbia Semi-Detached Ageing



Wider story: built Post 1945



5. Opportunity to influence design and policy?
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Any Questions?

Email: a.m.singleton@swansea.ac.uk
Twitter: @aledsingleton 

Film: https://vimeo.com/373090583

mailto:a.m.singleton@swansea.ac.uk
https://twitter.com/aledsingleton
https://vimeo.com/373090583
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