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How to download VectorMap District data

VectorMap District data enables you to overlay your own information against a map backdrop. With the vector version, you can style the map to suit your requirements.

Please see the help page How to use Data Download for a guide on how to download VectorMap District data. Please note that to download VectorMap District vector
data, the VectorMap District box should be checked within the Vector Data section of the Select Products option. To download VectorMap District raster data, the
VectorMap District Raster box should be checked within the Backdrop Mapping section of the Select Products option.

How to load data into ArcGIS 10

To add the data into ArcGIS 10, open ArcMap and select the Add Data option ® . Navigate to the location of the data you wish to load into ArcMap, select it, and click
Add. The data should appear in ArcMap, and the name of the feature should appear in the Table of Contents panel. It may be necessary to zoom in to view the data
that you have added, and the easiest way of doing this is to right click on the feature in the Table of Contents panel, and select Zoom to Layer.

In order to change the drawing order of the features (for example, you will probably want a building feature to be above a land feature) you can drag and change their
order in the Table of Contents panel, but make sure the List By Drawing Order option is selected in the Table of Contents toolbar. It is also possible to hide features, by
un-checking the box next to their name in the Table of Contents panel.

How to set up representation

When the Shapefiles are added into ArcGIS 10 they won't have any pre-defined symbology, so you can either set up your own symbology for each to make the data
look more like an actual map, or EDINA have produced a set of Layer Files to use with VectorMap District data which can be used to symbolise the features.

In order to set up your own symbology you can add the downloaded Shapefiles into ArcMap, right click on each, select Properties and then the Symbology tab. From
here it is possible to change the colour, width, pattern etc of the feature. If you want different symbology for different categories within the same Shapefile (e.g.
Motorway, A road and B road are all contained within the road Shapefile) you can select Categories from the left hand bar in the Symbology tab, select the value field
you want the features to be split up by (in the case of roads, CLASSIFICA determines what type of road they are) and click Add All Values, and then OK. It is now
possible to have different symbology for each category. It is also possible to add labels (to the NamedPlace Shapefile, for example) if you right click on the feature,
select Properties and then the Labels tab.
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In order to use the Layer Files made by EDINA, save the following file to a suitable location on your computer.

Zip file containing all necessary Layer Files for VectorMap District data

Setting the Data Source

Before adding the Layer Files to ArcMap it is necessary to set the data source for each file. To do this see the following steps:
1 - Open ArcCatalog and connect to the folder containing the downloaded Layer Files

2 - Select the folder containing the Layer Files, right-click on each Layer File in turn and click on Properties

Contents | Preview I Desc:‘iptiun|

Marne Type
. airport.lyr

@ building Iy 8 Driete

& *electricitytransmissio Rename FZ
‘-:,-’ﬁ:rreshcure.lyr

ﬂ;,’glasshcruse.lyr ? Properties...
%" heritagesite. lyr Eayor
< land.lyr Layer
*;’mutnrwa}rjunctinn.lyr Layer
‘v;’namedplace.lyr Layer
Ly ‘ornament.lyr Layer
<& publicamenity.lyr Layer
<& railwaystaticn.lyr Layer
<& railwaytrack.lyr Layer
“;?railway'tunnel.l}rr Layer
< road.kyr Layer
*;’rnadtunnel.lyr Layer
& spotheight.lyr Layer
< *surfacewaterarea.lyr Layer
su rfacewaterline.lyr Layer
‘-:,-’tidall:}crundarj,r.l}rr Layer
*»:,’tidalwater.lg,rr Layer
‘-;’waudland.l}rr Layer

- Select the Source tab, and then click on Set Data Source
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3 - Navigate to the location of the downloaded VectorMap District data you wish to use in ArcGIS 10

4 - Navigate to the Shapefile corresponding to the Layer File that you have selected. For example, if you are setting the data source for administrativeboundary.lyr
navigate to the administrative boundary Shapefile
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5 - Click Add, then Apply and then OK
6 - Repeat for each .lyr file.

Once you have set the data source for each of the Layer Files, open ArcMap. Using the Add Data button, navigate to the location of the Layer Files that you just set the
data source for. Add all the Layer Files.
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If you have downloaded data for more than one district tile it is necessary to complete the above steps for one of the tiles (including adding the Layer Files to ArcMap),



and then repeat all steps again for each tile, adding the Layer Files to ArcMap after each change of data source.

How to clip data (to make it more manageable)

VectorMap District data is delivered in 100km by 100km tiles, which often cover an area larger than what is required. You can clip the area in ArcGIS so it only covers
the area you are interested in, and is therefore more manageable.

1 - Create a bounding polygon

In order to clip the area of interest, it is necessary to create a new Shapefile which will be a polygon surrounding the area of interest. This polygon will then be used to
clip the VectorMap District data. See the following steps to create a polygon Shapefile.

1 - In ArcCatalog, navigate to the folder containing the downloaded VectorMap District data. If you have used Layer Files to symbolise features navigate to the folder
containing these Layer Files.

2 - Right click on the folder and create a new Shapefile.



File Edit View Go Geoprocessing Customize Windows Help

& g4 & x| BREEEHR Q BRRO 3 A c

T

Location: I-]:‘w.emihf‘-.layers |
= [k By =
FEBE A
Catalog Tree * X | Conterts | Preview | D&Ec:'iptiun|
| = E4 Folder Connections N T
£ Ch\Usershemily', ’.ame ype
£ C:\Users\emily\Documents " administrativeboundary.lyr Layer
£ Dx\emily < airport.lyr Layer
IR 0: ermily\ayer pre— — U building.lyr Layer
“. administra S S < electricitytransmissionline.lyr Layer
- airport.lyr bl =it "*C*Fr:-reshoreJ}‘r Layer
il ildi S
E; blmlfl.ng.ly Rename F2 .7 glasshouse.lyr Layer
& ?o?es:z::tl £x] Disconnect Folder c\ﬂ,.»"hvaritagv.=_-sitva.|],.rr Layer
| < glasshousq & Refresh O land yr Layer
< heritagesitl Mew . | B o Er
<7 land.lyr ) fer
@ motorway] P Properties... | 4 File Geodatabase -
‘\l::‘ namedplace.lyr [ 4 Personal Geodatabase rer
rl
:E-’ Drnhal.ment.ly;fl LJ Spatial Database Connection... I=
publicamenity.lyr
L] railwaystation.lyr & ArcGI5 Server Connection.., '
Q},: railwaytrack.lyr <> Layer.. :z:
7 railwaytunnellyr -
& it &4 Group Layer rer
<O roadtunnel.byr |D Shapefile... fer
<.’ spotheight.lyr T CaAtiEa ) f=r
“. surfacewaterarea.lyr rer
< surfacewaterline.lyr a ien b rer
<7 tidalboundary.lyr dBASE Table B
{\:" tidalwater.lyr % Address Locator... ber
L
& T rl: woodand hy @ Composite Address Locator...
oolboxes
{7l Database Servers [¥] XML Document
| £l Database Connections
B3 GIS Servers

3 - Give it a suitable name, set it to be a polygon and click on Edit to set the coordinate system to British National Grid.
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4 - Open ArcMap, and add the downloaded VectorMap District data (which will either be Shapefiles, or Layer Files that have had their data source set appropriately, as
demonstrated in the previous section, how to set up representation ), including the new Shapefile you previously created in ArcCatalog.
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5 - Navigate to the area of interest

4
6 - Open the Editor toolbar === click on Editor, then select Start Editing.

7 - When asked to choose the layer or workspace to edit, select the polygon Shapefile you created and click OK.
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8 - A panel titled Create Features should appear on the right, and the created Shapefile should be listed in it.

9 - Make sure the Shapefile is highlighted, and from the Construction Tools section at the bottom of the panel select rectangle.
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10 - Digitise around the area you are interested in, and when you have finished click on Editor on the Editor Toolbar, and select Save Edits.
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You should now have a polygon Shapefile enclosing your area of interest, which can be used to clip the VectorMap District data so that only the features within your
area of interest are visible.



2 - Clip the data
See the following steps to clip the data:

1 - Open ArcToolbox

2 - Select Analysis Tools, then Extract, then Clip
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3 - Select each Shapefile or layer file in turn as the input feature, and select the polygon Shapefile surrounding the area of interest you created previously as the clip
feature.

4 - Give it a suitable name and save in an appropriate location.
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5 - Click OK.

A duplicate feature will be created for each feature that you selected to be clipped, but the extent of the duplicates will not pass the polygon you created to specify your
area of interest. Make sure you un-check (or remove) the original feature classes, so only data within the area of interest is visible.

Symbology

It is important to note that the symbology of the newly clipped features will not resemble that of the feature you specified as the input, so it is necessary to either
manually select the symbology desired for each feature, or, if you wish to use the Layer Files provided by EDINA, change the data source of each layer file in Arc

Catalog to the newly clipped Shapefile (as shown in the How to set up representation section). Then, add the layer files to ArcMap, and un-check (or remove) the
feature classes that haven't been clipped, so only data within the area of interest is visible.
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Not found what you are looking for? Please ask a question or give feedback by emailing (edina@ed.ac.uk ) or phoning (0131 650 3302) the EDINA Helpdesk.

Share a to this page.
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You may also find more information or communicate with us on our Social Media sites:
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