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Questions and Answers transcript 
This is a list of the questions posed during a webinar on the Digimap Data 

Download application. 

 

Q: I assume I won’t be able to use faded colour or select buildings and roads only on historical 
maps? 

A: That is right, essentially the Historic maps are scans of the original paper maps; they are 
georeferenced TIF images. 

 

Q: Is there a webinar on using historical maps? 

A: We haven't got one scheduled but we will consider doing one; there are a lot of issues with them 
that could do with some in depth explanation. We'll try and fit one in for the next academic year, the 
help pages are useful in the meantime. 

 

Q: Are the newer GML3 formats going to be compatible with MapInfo 12+ ? 

A: I'm afraid I'm not sure, you should ask MapInfo support to get a definitive answer. 

 

Q: Given the number of people who responded that we use QGIS and an international move 
towards QGIS, please ensure that QGIS is mentioned in all your relevant docs. 

A: We have a whole section on QGIS now (QGIS help pages). We are making sure it is getting equal 
exposure going forward. 

 

Q: Data selection - is it possible to use select data > tile name: to select a defined range of tiles - 
rectangle usually returns some unwanted tiles? 

A: The best thing to do would be to use precise coordinates to make sure you don't get unwanted 
tiles. Quite often I use the select current view, then edit the coordinates in the use coordinates 
window which saves on manually typing them all in. 

 

Q: If the area chosen is too big, there is an indication in red. But what is the smallest area you can 
use? 

 

http://digimap.edina.ac.uk/webhelp/digimapgis/qgis/standard_qgis_functions/viewing_data_in_qgis.htm


A: You can take a very small area, however there is a threshold based on the size of the orange box. 
So if you want a very small area, zoom in as far as you can and you will be able to select an individual 
building from MasterMap Topo for example. 

 

Q: Great. Can I also do this on Historical maps? I'd like to isolate small areas on 1880s OS maps. 

A: Unfortunately all the Historic Data is raster data and so is only available as tiled data, so you will 
get the whole tile in an order. Though the town plans are very detailed, up to 1:500, so very helpful 
for a detailed study such as yours. 

 

Q: Is there any OS International where to download data of other countries? 

A: Unfortunately we don't have any international data in the service. There are several sources on 
the web, certainly for Country level data you can try OpenStreetMap data. 

 

Q: I am hoping to record prehistoric footprints on a beach. They are captured in hardened mud. 
What would be the best background mapping to use? The site is Formby Point. I am using ARCGIS. 

A: If you just want backdrop mapping to show the location of the finds then the more detailed raster 
products would be good for this. For example VectorMap Local Raster may be suitable but if you find 
it's not detailed enough (depending on how big your study area is) you could use either of the 
MasterMap Raster datasets instead. 

 

Q: I want to plot prehistoric boat find spots in the UK. Can I download a whole map of the UK 
showing just the waterways - lakes, rivers etc.? 

A: Yes, you can download some of the datasets at the national level, and you could extract just the 
water features from them. I suggest you have a look at Strategi, Meridian 2 and Open Rivers as these 
are fairly large scale. 


